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Jewish Pops Concert Brightens February
Thanks to the Twin Cities Jewish Chorale
Minneapolis/St. Paul, December 13, 2011—The cold, dark days of winter will relent on Sunday afternoon, February 26, 2012, when the Twin Cities Jewish Chorale will present its “Jewish Pops Concert.”  The Chorale will perform tunes from the heyday of Yiddish stage and radio productions.  They’ll indulge a little Gershwin.  They’ll treat the audience to Broadway show tunes by Bernstein and Bock.  They’ll sing a rarely performed, and uniquely Jewish, piece by Kurt Weill.  And, of course, they’ll kibbitz about the indispensable contributions Jewish composers have made to American pops literature.

Asked why the Chorale chose to present a “Jewish Pops Concert,” Artistic Director Sara Cowan explains, "We wanted to bring to light some of the popular Yiddish show tunes of my grandparents' era. These pieces are part of the fabric of the American Jewish identity, and are so rarely performed in live concerts. We also wanted to pay homage to the Jewish composers of American musical theater, of which there are many. We have so enjoyed exploring the works of Bernstein, Berlin, Gershwin, Rodgers, and Weill. Performing Yiddish favorites alongside American classics perfectly highlights the interwoven threads of the Jewish American experience, and the music that resulted." 

The Twin Cities Jewish Chorale will also welcome to the stage the winner of its Young Artist Solo Competition, open to junior and senior high school students across the Twin Cities. The Chorale strives for multigenerational participation. With their Young Artist Soloist, the Jewish Pops Concert musicians will range in age from 16 to 85, with every generation in between.  
The Twin Cities Jewish Chorale’s “Jewish Pops Concert” will be performed Sunday afternoon, February 26, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. at the fully accessible Adath Jeshurun synagogue, located at 10500 Hillside Lane West in Minnetonka.  Tickets cost $15 regular admission, $10 for seniors and students; they can be purchased online at twincitiesjewishchorale.org or at the door.

The 35-member Twin Cities Jewish Chorale, founded in the fall of 2009, is an inclusive, community-wide concert choir devoted to performance of the full range of Jewish music. Several area cantors, synagogue music directors, and Minnesota Chorale Director Kathy Romey serve on its Advisory Board.   Membership in the Chorale is open to anyone who wants to sing Jewish music.  Well-known local pianist Lynette Eastwold accompanies the Chorale. For more information about the Chorale, visit twincitiesjewishchorale.org.

The Twin Cities Jewish Chorale is a Minnesota 501(c)(3) nonprofit supported by generous grants and contributions from the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, OneBeacon Charitable Trust, and our individual donors. 

